
St Mary’s Broadwater

The church that Jane Austen attended

In 1805 there was no church in Worthing, so the Austen ladies had to go to St Mary’s, Broadwater for Sunday 
worship. We know from the diary of Jane’s niece Fanny that Jane, Mrs Austen and their friend Martha Lloyd (who 
had become part of their household after her mother’s death) attended church on Sunday 22 September. They 
probably went most Sundays.

“G”, the anonymous author of A Tour to Worthing (1806), 
informs us that St Mary’s – which at that time had a spire – 
was “in the most deplorable condition, extremely old”. He 
adds that the church’s appearance suggests that it has never 
been refurbished since it was built. “The outside bears severe 
marks of antiquity and decay, and the interior parts are 
nearly demolished,” he writes. “The whole is in a dreadful 
state of dilapidation.”

Broadwater’s dilapidated church was a walk of just over a 
mile and a quarter from Stanford’s Cottage. There were two 
possible routes the Austen ladies could have taken. One was 
the main road. As it approaches Broadwater, the road runs 
just west of the manor house (now Lancing College 
preparatory school), which is 300 yards to the south of the 
church. 

The other was a footpath that passed 250 yards to the east of the manor house. 
The route of this old footpath can still be walked. At the Worthing end it starts 
just south of the railway line, at the northern end of Dagmar Street. It then 
runs in a straight line northwards, following Beaumont Road as it approaches 
Broadwater. In Jane Austen’s time the footpath ran through fields, with the 
Broadwater Brook less than half a mile to the east.

The rector of Broadwater in 1805 was Revd Peter Wood, of whom John 
Mackoull – writing in the 1813 edition of his A Sketch of Worthing – has 
nothing but good to say: “His character is truly apostolical. He is not only 
revered and loved by the inhabitants of Broadwater and Worthing, but by 
the whole county of Sussex. There is a pleasing meekness in his demeanour, 

On 4 November 1805 Martha Lloyd swore an affidavit before 
Revd Wood in relation to her late mother’s will, with Jane as one 
of the witnesses. In view of the fact that Revd Wood was so 
hospitable, it is reasonable to assume that the affidavit was sworn
not in his cold and dilapidated church, but in his comfortable 
rectory. This was a handsome Georgian house called Muir House
that stood opposite the church. Probably built by Wood when he
took up his duties in 1797, it had ten bedrooms and four sitting 
rooms. It was demolished in 1959 to make way for the Broadwater 
Boulevard shopping precinct. 

St Mary’s Broadwater, from an engraving by James 
Rouse of Fulham. The short spire was taken down when 

the church was restored in 1826

Revd Peter Wood, Rector of Broadwater 
from 1797 to 1853. He was known as 
“the hunting parson”, because he was

 apparently more at home on horseback
 than in the pulpit

This photograph of ten-bedroomed Muir House – 
which served Revd Peter Wood as his rectory for

 over fifty years – was taken in 1959, 
just before its demolition

continually going about 
doing good. He possesses 
neither pride nor avarice. 
The parsonage house is 
called the Temple of 
Charity, hospitality stands 
at its gate, and invites the 
stranger and needy to 
refreshment.”

with a face illumined with benignity. His heart glowing with piety, he is 


